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About the Solarium Strategy Series

The CNAS Solarium Strategy Series draws its name 

and inspiration from an effort undertaken by President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953. The original Project 

Solarium was a competitive strategy development 

process that is credited with helping articulate several 

pillars of American Cold War strategy. Through a 

similarly structured process of inclusive debate and 

extensive analysis, CNAS has developed several strategy 

documents that are designed to serve as useful inputs 

to the broader national debate over U.S. national 

security in the post-September 11 era. They are available 

online at www.cnas.org.
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K e y  M essages        and    talking        points    

American Power: Energy Security Talking Points

Background
Americans consume 22 million barrels of oil per day, 60 percent of it imported from other countries. Given that 
U.S. domestic oil production has been in decline since about 1970, the amount of imports will continue to rise.

The United States does not have much room to maneuver around this dependence. Ninety-six percent of road 
transportation (approximately 242 million vehicles) depends on petroleum products (gasoline and diesel), with 
little ability to change that in the near term. In turn, every sector of our economy, from agricultural to industrial 
to residential, depends on transportation for productivity. 

Most global oil suppliers are hostile to the United States, unstable, undemocratic, corrupt, or some combination 
of these factors, which puts global supplies at risk and drives up prices. Of the top ten holders of reserves in the 
world in April 2008, all but one are considered to be failed states or in danger of becoming failed states, accord-
ing to the Failed States Index. 

U.S. energy vulnerability is likely to increase as oil falls into fewer and fewer hands, which is inevitable given 
that two-thirds of oil reserves are in the Middle East. The productivity of reserves is declining almost everywhere 
else, and global demand for oil is ballooning (demand is forecast to increase about 46 percent in the next  
25 years).

The next largest fuel source in America, electricity, is 50 percent dependent on a highly polluting fuel, coal.  
At current rates of consumption, the United States has enough coal to last some 200 years. 

Coal is the number one contributor to manmade greenhouse gas emissions, and there is a strong, scientific  
consensus in the United States and around the world that these emissions are changing the global climate.

Emissions have been growing fast — by 70 percent between 1970 and 2004 — and will have to be cut dramati-
cally over the next 40 years (between 70 and 90 percent) in order to avoid the worst effects of climate change. 
The United States is projected to experience a full range of effects, from warming temperatures to severe and 
unpredictable weather.

The Message

To protect the American way of life and secure the future, the United States needs a strat-

egy that will cut both our dependence on oil and our greenhouse gas emissions. Today, the 

energy we use keeps our economy and security dependent on unstable and hostile states, 

vulnerable to natural disasters, and subject to the consequences of climate change. With 

a comprehensive strategy to change both our supply of fuels and our demand, the United 

States can win the energy war, just as the strategy of containment helped win the Cold War.


