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Commander Carmen, thank you so much for that introduction. When | get an introduction
that kind, and that glowing, | always wish two people were here. | wish my mother and father
were still with us. My father would be very proud; my mother would believe every word of it. |
want to thank all of you, particularly Commodore David Anson, and the Center for a New
American Security for organizing this event and for your roles in thinking the way you do
about the issues that face us all.

Looking around the room and seeing representatives from so many countries reminds me
that the United States is a partner in the global maritime community — and that - like the old
proverb says, friends make better protection than fences. It is in that spirit of friendship that |
am here today. Again, thank you for having me.

Bringing together this group of military professionals for discussions such as this one is
incredibly important. The fact that this group of officers and civilian experts can sit down and
discuss weighty issues clearly demonstrates the bond of shared military service and the bond
of mutual respect transcends all national boundaries. The Defense Attaché Association and
other meetings of the international military community here in DC are crucial to maintaining
open lines of communication across political boundaries. And the Center for a New American
Security in facilitating this, is making sure that the issues that need to be addressed are
addressed in thoughtful and constructive ways; thank you for your participation and for your
service.

It is these face to face meetings and the personal relationships they represent that form a
common foundation and a common starting point in all our international discussions. And it
is your work, so many in this room, as the military representative of your country that
complements, sometimes even sets the stage for diplomatic engagement among your civilian
colleagues.

I am particularly happy to be here today to talk about one of the issues | think is important to
us both individually and collectively — our utilization of natural resources and its relationship
to national security, particularly in the naval domain. When | came to this job almost exactly
six months ago, the use of energy became one of the defining issues in my time as Secretary
of the Navy.

National security, energy, and natural resource utilization are inextricably linked — and it is
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clear that the decisions our countries make today with respect to energy usage, ocean
management, and arctic policy will chart our course for decades to come.

Very simply, military organizations rely too much on fossil fuels. Whether it is the ships we sail,
or the planes we fly, or the vehicles that we drive, the world’s military organizations run
mainly on fossil fuels. And on a larger scale, our societies and our economies rely on fossil fuel
too much as well. As many developing nations continue their economic expansion, the
world’s reliance on fossil fuels will inevitably grow. The global implications of expanding
demand and continued reliance on fossil fuels are significant. The stock of proven fossil fuel
reserves worldwide is finite, costs will almost certainly continue to go up, and the current way
we extract and use fossil fuels too often harms the environment and contributes to climate
change.

As a national security issue, very few nations have the ability to produce and refine enough
fuels internally or within their regions to meet the demands even of their military services.
This demand for energy connects us all. But from a pragmatic standpoint it means that should
any large-scale shock occur to the global oil trade, everyone suffers, and a very large source of
potential conflict could arise out of that suffering.

| think that as the world looks long-term, out to the next fifty years or so, we will eventually
see that our present pattern of consumption and environmental harm is ultimately
unsustainable.

| see the significant challenges and global security implications of climate change and energy
use as one of the great challenges for us, and it’s for these reasons that last month | put the
United States Navy and Marine Corps on a path to build upon our present investments in
energy reform and dramatically change the way we use and produce energy. We will
significantly reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and shift to alternative and renewable sources
like biofuels, wind, solar, geothermal, and ocean energy.

I did this so that as a Navy and as a Marine Corps we can lead our own nation in changing
energy usage, improving our warfighting capabilities while we do it, strengthening our own
energy security by reducing reliance on external sources, and contributing to our societal and
global obligation to promote a better environment. | look forward to working with the
international partners here today in finding a solution to some of these issues.

The program for the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps has five ambitious targets:
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First, by 2020, half of the Navy and Marine Corps total energy consumption for ships, aircraft,
tanks, vehicles, and shore installations will come from alternative sources.

Second, by 2020 we will produce at least half of our shore-based energy requirements on our
installations and half our bases will be net-zero in



